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	The future depends on what we do in the present.

— Mahatma Ghandi 
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UPCOMING OCR UNIT
The unit we are beginning to read is about patriotism and the American spirit. 

The stories and poem in this unit will help students understand what it means to be a proud and loyal American. 

While we explore the rights and responsibilities that come with living in the United States, students will also build understanding of the great diversity of people who make up this country.


	
	How to Increase

Your Child's 

Reading Success

Organize family reading time every night.

Read aloud to your child.

Listen to your child read aloud to you.

Ask these questions about a story:

    What is this story about?

    What do you think will happen next?

Ask these questions about a history:

      What happened?   Why?

      What can people learn today from what 

      happened then?

Talk about what your child thinks about what you read together.




	WRITING



	The ability to write with clarity and coherence is essential to students’ success in school as well as in life. 
The kindergartners have been keeping a personal journal. It requires them to use a variety of skills penmanship, grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling, and vocabulary to communicate and express themselves effectively. Until now they have used “invented” spelling in much of their writing. RELIGION          [image: image2.wmf]
The kindergartners are starting a new unit in Religion. In the upcoming chapters the students will learn that Lent is a special time of prayer and of loving God and others. 


	Invented spelling is the formation of the written word according to the way it sounds to the student. 
We are now ready to move on to descriptive writing that includes more details. 

You can encourage your child’s initial self-expression by providing him/ her with a writing journal at home that will give the student the freedom to write on whatever topic interests them.
In preparing for the season of Lent the students have joined with the rest of the school in making an Alleluia banner that will be hidden until the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ.
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The students are learning to read The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. They will be learning about the life cycle of a butterfly during Science. 
Some of the vocabulary words they will be studying include: butterfly, caterpillar, chrysalis, eggs, and metamorphosis.

	
	Social Studies
Students are beginning to understand that history relates to events, people, and places of other times. During Black History Month the students learned about the human struggles that were the basis for the events honored in commemorative holidays. For example, Martin Luther King Day, Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthdays.

In upcoming lessons students will learn examples of honesty, courage, determination, individual responsibility, and patriotism in America from stories and folklore. 
Students will also study national and state symbols and icons such as the national and state flags, the bald eagle, and the Statue of Liberty. 


	     PROGRESS IN MATHEMATICS
The students just finished chapter 9. They learned how to identify the value of a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter and how to count on. They also learned how to match the cost of and item to the correct coin amount. 
	      [image: image4.png]



Students are now starting chapter 10. They will identify sequence of events, identify parts of a calendar, identify the four seasons, learn to tell time to the hour, and identify activities that happen during the day or at night.



	
	Math resources @ www.sadlier-oxford.com
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